Transfusion medicine in the 1990s, why it has changed and how.
This paper is intended for physicians not directly responsible for transfusion medicine in their everyday practices. The field has changed dramatically in the last decade. This paper attempts to outline these changes, and detail factors that will be of practical use in general, medical, and surgical practices. Topics include available blood products with indications and risks, education about types of blood donation, possible future products, and a key concept in the field today, "conservation."